
Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting 
2012 AAG Annual Meeting, New York, February 24th – 28th 

 

Geography Education Specialty (GESG) Group 

Sponsored Sessions and Presentations 

 
 

Highlighted Session 
 
Title: Teaching quantitative methods and numeracy in Geography: challenges, opportunities and new ways of learning 
Date: Saturday, 2/25/2012   
Time: 4:40-6:20 PM 
Location: Park Suite 2, Sheraton Hotel, Fifth Floor 
 
Description: A concern across many social science and related disciplines has been the deskilling of students in quantitative 
methods, with consequences to the viability and relevance of the disciplines in policy debate, the career opportunities available 
to the students and, potentially, the economic competitiveness of the nations within which a loss of quantitative methods capacity 
is taking place. But, it doesn't have to be this way! Geography has a long-tradition of innovation both in the research and 
teaching of quantitative methods. This session is an opportunity to bring people together that is teaching quantitative methods 
within the discipline to offer peer support and knowledge exchange. The session invites lecturers, teachers and instructors 
involved in the teaching of quantitative methods to share examples of the challenges, frustrations, opportunities, and best 
practices in supporting students' learning. Examples of ways to "turn students on" to the importance of quantitative methods, new 
technologies and/or learning curricula especially are welcome, as are case studies on students' attitudes to quantitative methods 
in geography, and how those might be challenged and changed. It will be an Interactive Short Paper Session, consisting of 10-14 
5-minute PowerPoint presentations followed by interactive roundtable discussion. "Old hands" and early career / postgraduate 
students alike are all invited as we come together and discuss ways of helping students see and to value quantitative methods at 
the core of the discipline: not just a specialist option of marginal interest but central to what geography is and how it is practiced.  
Organizers:  
Richard Harris, University of Bristol rich.harris@bris.ac.uk   
Rich Schultz, Elmhurst College, richs@elmhurst.edu  
================================================================================================= 

 
GESG-Sponsored Sessions by Day: 
 
Friday, February 24, 2012 
 
Title: Gateway GIS courses - GIS 101 
Date: Friday, 2/24/2012 
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 
Location: Regent Parlor, Hilton NY, Second Floor 
 
Description: With the Geospatial Revolution fully integrated with our student populations, many students today interact with 
geospatial technology on a daily basis, and their activity space extends to international communities worldwide. What should be 
the core skills and outcomes of a GIS 101 class that will allow these contemporary general student populations greater 
integration and implementation of emergent geospatial skills in their academic and daily lives? The session explores strategies to 
integrate a GIS 101 class with General Education requirements, as well as how gateway GIS 101 courses integrate with the 
Geospatial Technology Competency Model. 
 
Organizer: 
Kerry Lyste, Everett Community College klyste@everettcc.edu  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Title: Geography Education and Career Readiness: If Geography Is Everywhere, Aren't We All Geographers? 
part of the Interactive Short Paper Session: Practicing Geography: Careers for Enhancing Society and the Environment 
Date: Friday, 2/24/2012 
Time: 2:40 PM 
Location: Concourse G, Hilton NY, Concourse Level 
 
Description: The advent of Internet-based technologies has elevated the importance of geography to a level unprecedented in 
the history of the discipline, re-invoking the inherent tensions between the integrity of the field as a discrete academic discipline 
and its generalist appeal.  While this tension within geography is not new, geography has never been more prominent within the 
everyday human experience than it is today.  The past five years in particular have seen a massive growth in the volume of 
geographic information generated, disseminated, and consumed by governments, businesses, and members of the public.  The 
rise of volunteered geographic information has been enabled by powerful and easy-to-use tools to gather and share that 
information.  Despite these trends, I argue that geography's rich set of content, skills, and perspective on the world make it a 
unique contribution to education and society, and more important than ever to support in formal and informal educational 
settings.  
 
Presenter: 
Joseph J. Kerski, Esri jkerski@esri.com  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Title: Doing Geography:  Considerations and strategies for field work in lower division, lecture courses 
Date: Friday, 2/24/2012 
Time: 2:40 PM - 4:20 PM 
Location: Grand Ballroom West, Sheraton Hotel, Third Floor 
 
Description: One of the most powerful exercises for any student is getting out into the field.  Anecdotal and research evidence 
on field work and other active-learning strategies illustrate the immense benefits for student learning and confidence.  Specifically 
for Geography, field work is an essential activity that properly introduces the discipline to students; effectively, showing them how 
to “do” Geography.  However, recent research has also focused on the institutional and political contexts that may pose a threat 
to the inclusion of field work in American higher education.  Various challenges like budgetary problems and course reductions, 
increasingly conservative administrators, and an ever larger course load going to unsupported part-timers, means the 
implementation of field work exercises, especially field trips, is becoming more difficult.  In particular, the focus of this panel is on 
the lower division, lecture courses.  Often these courses have no expectation or support for “doing Geography” through field 
work, regardless of the significance for student learning or engagement.  This panel is intended to discuss two main areas of 
significance in the context of lower division, lecture courses:  1) logistical and pedagogical planning considerations amid a 
challenging institutional climate; and 2) various strategies for successful field work implementation and evaluation.  In discussing  
these two areas, panelists will also offer best practices and successful ideas for field work activities.   The session will also 
provide ample time for audience discussion and collaboration.  Prospective panelists need only to have some experience in 
implementing field work at any level and in any course.   
 
Organizer: 
Sarah Goggin, Cypress College, sgoggin@cypresscollege.edu   
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: Online Teaching and Learning: Effective Strategies in Teaching Geographical Concepts 
Date: Friday, 2/24/2012 
Time: 2:40 PM - 4:20 PM 
Location: Morgan Suite, Hilton NY, Second Floor 
 
Description: This Interactive Short Paper session is focused on sharing strategies that have been developed to effectively teach 
geographical concepts online.  Many departments are moving more of their courses to online, or partly online (hybrid) formats, 
and instructors are being asked to develop innovative ways of presenting material online.  This session is meant to share lessons 
learned and strategies developed. Our session is designed to have 10-14 presenters share with the group a strategy they have 
developed that they feel works particularly well in teaching a specific geographic concept.  We will have each participant present 
for about 5 minutes, using no more than 10 PowerPoint slides to guide their presentation.  This will be followed by some 
questions after each presentation, and an overall discussion at the end of all presentations.  
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Organizers:  
Antoinette WinklerPrins, Michigan State University, antoinet@msu.edu 
 Adrienne Goldsberry, domas@msu.edu  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Title: Accessibility in the Online Geography Classroom 
Date: Friday, 2/24/2012 
Time: 4:40 PM - 6:20 PM 
Location: Green Room, Hilton NY, Fourth Floor 
 
Description: Geography education both online and in the classroom has experienced rapid change over the last decade, related 
to the integration of animations, videos, GIS activities, Google Earth, etc. While the focus on geographic visualization has helped 
many students to grasp course content, one questions whether this new focus might exclude others. This session addresses 
accessibility in geographic education, specifically focusing on students with disabilities. What are the barriers that prevent 
students with disabilities from studying geography online and in the traditional classroom? How can the principles of universal 
design be applied so that all students can take advantage of geography course offerings? What new visualization tools are being 
developed, and how can they be used to effectively teach geographic concepts? This session is an opportunity to discuss 
recognizing barriers, and identifying and implementing solutions that make the geography classroom accessible to all students. 
 
Organizer: 
Ingrid Luffman East Tennessee State University, luffman@etsu.edu  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Title: Interactive Community GIS 
Date: Friday, 2/24/2012  
Time: 4:40 PM - 6:20 PM 
Location: Liberty 1, Sheraton Hotel, Third Floor 
 
Description: We invite GIS-based educational community outreach projects that use GIS and other GIT technologies to define, 
analyze and solve real-world problems. 
 
Organizers: 
Jun Zhu - UC Santa Barbara 
Helenmary Hotz - University of Massachusetts Boston 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Saturday, February 25, 2012 
 
Title: Africa is not a country: Challenges and opportunities in teaching about Africa I and II [Back-to-Back Panel Sessions] 
Date: Saturday, 2/25/2012 
Time: 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM; 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 
Location: Carnegie Suite East, Sheraton Hotel, Third Floor 
 
Description: Geography teachers and professors in secondary and higher education confront both the challenge and 
opportunity to teach courses about the continent of Africa. Student perceptions of the continent are shaped in media and other 
contexts that create stereotypes, often embellish the negative while ignoring the positive, and misrepresent the complexity of 
connections and experiences in the African context.  Teaching courses around perceptions, misunderstandings, and lack of 
basic geographic knowledge about Africa often requires a different set of approaches, ideas, and resources.   
  
This panel series will consider a variety of course contexts that include teaching about Africa. One panel will focus on Africa-
specific courses, such as regional geography of Africa or upper level Africa themed courses. The second panel will broaden to 
general courses, such as world regional and human geography courses, and upper-level thematic courses (development, 
economic, political, urban, human-environment, etc.). This separation reflects a recognition that approaches, challenges, and 
resources may differ according to course content. 
 
Organizers: 
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Ryan Good - University of Florida 
Amelia Duffy-Tumasz - Rutgers University 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Title: Curriculum Development in Business Geography 
Date: Saturday, 2/25/2012 
Time: 12:40 PM - 2:20 PM 
Location: Liberty 3, Sheraton Hotel, Third Floor 
 
Description: This panel session continues a series of discussions held at recent AAG meetings focused on the teaching of 
business geography in universities across North America. The session this year focuses on an examination of business 
geography curricula offered by a variety of institutions, both large and small. The aim of the discussion is to discuss the 
commonalities shared among the various programs represented, and to identify those elements that are most central to the 
needs of students and employers in the field of business geography. Our hope is to provide some insight to institutions that 
would like to further develop an existing business geography program, and to institutions that are looking to establish a new 
specialization in business geography. 
 
Organizer: 
Murray Rice, University of North Texas 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: The EcoAtlas Project - part of Illustrated Paper Session: Topics in Human Geography: Education, Culture and Art 
Illustrated Paper Session 
Date: Saturday, 2/25/2012  
Time: 12:40 PM 
Location: Central Park East, Sheraton Hotel, Second Floor 
 
Description: Designed as a venue for undergraduate student place-baced research in a liberal arts curriculum at SUNY-
Geneseo, the EcoAtlas Project provides a model for integrating geographic and environmental learning, undergraduate research,  
and public service.  The EcoAtlas focuses on a local watershed, the Genesee River (NY), as a basic unit of analysis to shift our 
collective attention away from the built environment, toward the natural environment in which we thrive.  Student research topics 
focus on issues related to ecological sustainability in the basin that provide them with an opportunity to apply and further develop 
mapping and spatial analysis skills.  Through its online presence, the EcoAtlas provides a public venue for student research in 
the basin and an opportunity for students to communicate their research to the general public.  The EcoAtlas website allows the  
general public to explore the basin virtually and provides a venue for examining environmental issues that impact the basin.   The 
EcoAtlas provides a model for engaging students in undergraduate research, learning, and public service that is easily 
transferable to a variety of institutions and locations around the world.  
 
Presenters:  
Colleen Garrity, SUNY-Geneseo, garrity@geneseo.edu 
Kristina Hannam, SUNY-Geneseo Biology Department  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Title: Educating a Workforce Literate in Cyberinfrastructure 
Date: Saturday, 2/25/2012 
Time: 12:40 PM - 2:20 PM 
Location: Madison Suite, Hilton NY, Second Floor 
 
Description: Geographic cyberinfrastructure is enabling powerful opportunities to: i) collaborate, ii) model and visualize complex 
geospatial concepts, iii) create and discover geographic and educational resources for use in formal and informal settings, iv) 
assess learning gains, and v) personalize learning environments. These changes require a new level of technical competence in 
the geographic workforce and in our citizenry at large. Imagine an interdisciplinary course in the design and construction of large 
public works projects attracting student-faculty teams from multiple disciplines (urban planning, environmental science, 
economics, etc.) and from around the globe. To develop an understanding, the students combine relatively small self-contained 
digital simulations that capture both simple behavior and geometry to model more complex geospatial phenomena. 
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A networked learning environment increases the impact and accessibility of all resources by allowing students to search for and 
discover content, to assemble curricular and learning modules from component pieces in a flexible manner, and to communicate 
and collaborate with others, leading to a deep change in the relationship between students and knowledge. Indeed, students 
experience the profound changes in the practice of geography and the nature of inquiry that cyberinfrastructure provokes. 
Papers are sought that address any of the above themes. 
 
Organizers: 
Robert Raskin - Jet Propulsion Lab 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: International Perspectives on Teaching and Learning with GIS in Secondary Education 
Date: Saturday, 2/25/2012 
Time: 4:40 PM - 6:20 PM 
Location: Holland Suite, Hilton NY, Fourth Floor 
 
Description: The emergence of GIS has revolutionized the way people explore and understand the world around 
them.  Students and teachers around the globe are using GIS in secondary school classrooms to study social and scientific 
concepts and processes, to broaden their skills in using this significant emerging technology, and to engage in problem-solving 
and decision-making about local and global issues.  This panel will bring together authors who have contributed chapters to a 
book with the same title who have described the status of GIS in secondary school teaching and learning in their country.  They 
will describe the educational system, highlight case studies that illustrate how GIS is used in secondary schooling, and discuss 
opportunities and challenges associated with teaching and learning with GIS now and in the future.  Our discussion will compare 
and contrast international trends and the implications of these trends for GIS in secondary education. 
 
Organizer: 
Joseph Kerski, Esri, jkerski@esri.com  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Geography Education Specialty Group Business Meeting  
Date: Saturday, 2/25/2012 
Time: 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM 
Location: Concourse C, Hilton NY, Concourse Level 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Sunday, February, 26, 2012 
 
Title: Developing a Conceptual Framework and Best Practices for Community Geography Research and Pedagogy  
[4 Back-to-Back Sessions] 
Date: Sunday, 2/26/2012 
Time: 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM, 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM, 12:40 PM - 2:20 PM, 2:40 PM - 4:20 PM 
Location: Conference Room B, Sheraton Hotel, Lower Level 
 
Description: In this series of panel sessions, we seek to discuss a conceptual framework and set of best practices for 
community geography research and pedagogy.  Building from a combination of frameworks and methodologies found in the 
Participatory Geographic Information Systems, participatory planning, mixed methods, service learning, and community 
development literatures, we envision community geography as an opportunity for academics and community 
organizations/residents to engage in action-oriented research and pedagogy designed to address social and environmental 
disparities in community settings across multiple scales.   As we will discuss in this session, potential benefits of a community 
geography conceptual framework and set of best practices, include but are not limited to: 1) a focus on innovative partnerships 
between academics and community organizations/residents; 2) an appreciation for and inclusion of multiple knowledges, 
particularly from under-represented groups; 3) a focus on mixed methodologies to address community-driven concerns; 4) 
dissemination of shared community-based products (i.e. maps, geospatial data, narratives, oral histories, artwork, music, 
performances and other multimedia); 5) a rethinking of traditional undergraduate/graduate geographic education with a 
new/renewed commitment to engaged, community-based learning; and 6) a more open discussion of research/pedagogical 
ethics, positionality and identities. 
 
Organizers: Timothy Hawthorne, Katherine Hankins, Georgia State University Department of Geosciences 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: Doing Geography: Undergraduate Perspectives and Experiences I and II [Back-to-Back Sessions] 
Date: Sunday, 2/26/2012  
Time: 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM; 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM  
Location: Central Park East, Sheraton Hotel, Second Floor 
 
Description: In an increasingly globalized world, it is no longer sufficient to turn out baccalaureate graduates whose academic 
preparation consists entirely in the successful completion of a prescribed sequence of coursework. To be competitive in future 
endeavors--whether job or graduate school--students need to engage in meaningful co-curricular activities that provide real-world 
experience. In this session--the second in a two-part series--undergraduate students report on activities including student-run 
organizations,  fieldwork, research, internships, and service-learning projects, and invite others to join the conversation on ways 
to enrich the undergraduate experience. 
 
Organizer: 
Jodi Vender, Pennsylvania State University 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: Geography and Diversity: Showcasing “Diversity Discipline” among Administrators and Interdisciplinary Campus 
Colleagues 
Date:  Sunday, 2/26/2012 
Time: 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM  
Location: Concourse G, Hilton NY, Concourse Level 
 
Description: In higher education, diversity is written into nearly every institution's mission statement, hiring procedures, 
accreditation considerations and coursework requirements.  Geography epitomizes the spirit of diversity that is written into these 
institutional foundations.  It offers an integrative pathway for students to thoughtfully engage the concept of diversity as it exists in 
their observations and experiences at all scales.  Further, it requires students to develop their critical thinking, global awareness 
and aids in the development of productive world citizens.  Geography's broad relevance to everyday behaviors and to distant 
economic, political and cultural events should be promoted among students, colleagues, and administrators, alike.  This panel 
aspires to begin a dialogue among Geography educators that will be carried through to their local institutions.  First, this panel 
will discuss ways to communicate Geography's consummate worth as the "Diversity Discipline" to higher education stakeholders 
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as an effort to strengthen the discipline's position on campus.  Second, this panel will discuss best practices in forging 
interdisciplinary partnerships with colleagues to showcase the merits of a geographic perspective while contributing to the 
collegial setting.  This session broaches a discussion on Geography and Diversity at the institutional level.  Another session on 
Geography and Diversity will turn to the classroom and the best practices in incorporating student diversity through lessons that 
highlight the world's diversities.  The session will also provide ample time for audience discussion and collaboration.  To be a part  
of this panel session, please contact: Sarah Goggin at sgoggin@cypresscollege.edu.  Keywords:  geography education; 
pedagogy; diversity; underrepresented groups. 
 
Organizer: 
Sarah Goggin, Cypress College, sgoggin@cypresscollege.edu   
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: Teaching to the cultural and learning diversities in the lower division geography classroom 
Date: Sunday, 2/26/2012 
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 
Location: Concourse G, Hilton NY, Concourse Level 
 
Description: Diversity is a major buzzword in our increasingly complex and connected society. In higher education, instructors 
and students are expected to be sensitive to the diversity around them, in and out of the classroom. Moreover, each classroom 
has its own unique mix of student backgrounds, needs, interests and goals. Respectfully addressing diversity, as it exists in the 
world and in the classroom, is a necessary exercise that contributes to an open learning environment and builds student 
confidence. The discipline of geography offers an exceptional opportunity for exploring diverse backgrounds, perspectives and 
applications in the classroom. By focusing on the lower division classroom with its greater student diversity, in terms of majors, 
career paths, and socio-cultural backgrounds, this panel session is interested in discussing the opportunities that arise from the 
intersection of geography and diversity. The panel will present two main discussion topics: 1) Geography content and integrat ing 
diverse socio-cultural student backgrounds; 2) Geographic/spatial thinking and featuring diverse spatial perspectives. In 
discussing these two areas, panelists will also offer techniques for making the most of student diversity in classroom activities 
and interactions. The session will also provide ample time for audience discussion and collaboration.  
 
Organizer: 
Sarah Goggin, Cypress College, sgoggin@cypresscollege.edu   
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: Geography and Geoscience: Connection points for complementary disciplines [3 Back-to-Back Sessions] 
Date: Sunday, 2/26/2012 
Time: 12:40 PM - 2:20 PM, 2:40 PM - 4:20 PM, 4:40 PM - 6:20 PM 
Location: Conference Room H, Sheraton Hotel, Lower Level 
  
Description: These sessions explores the pathways and inter-connections between geography and geoscience programs 
(including joint geography-geoscience programs) on campuses. This includes complementary strengths in curriculum, 
collaborative opportunities for faculty, the movement of students between these disciplines, and the academic preparation and 
career trajectories of students with geography and geoscience backgrounds. 
 
Organizer(s): 
Christopher M. Keane - American Geological Institute 
Michael N. Solem - Association of American Geographers 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: Teaching GeoHumanities: Exploring the intersections of Geography and the humanities in the classroom 
Date: Sunday, 2/26/2012 
Time: 4:40 PM - 6:20 PM 
Location: Concourse A, Hilton NY, Concourse Level 
 
Description: Recently, scholars from various disciplines have made an effort to promote the geohumanities, that is the 
interaction between geography and the humanities, which is producing new topics of inquiry that mandate a rich transdisciplinary  
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approach.   Exciting new issues and creative methodologies are emerging:  visual artists explore cartography, and novelists 
consider the spatial imagination of their fictitious worlds.   The purpose of this panel is to address the potential implications of 
geohumanities in the classroom.   In other words, how might these new approaches result in innovative teaching?  Topics for 
discussion will include: creative teaching practices that blend geography and humanities; institutional barriers to a geohumanities 
approach; how a geohumanities research agenda might affect the researcher's teaching philosophy; and strategies for effectively 
crossing traditional disciplinary boundaries in the classroom. 
 
Organizers: 
Jennifer Speights-Binet - Samford University 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Monday, February 27, 2012 
 
Title: Gail Hobbs Student Paper Competition 
Date: Monday, 2/27/2012 
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 
Location: Riverside Suite, Sheraton Hotel, Third Floor 
 
Description: The Geography Education Specialty Group (GESG) has organized the Gail Hobbs Student Paper Competition at 
the AAG Annual Meeting in New York, New York, February 24-28, 2012. Students at all academic levels will be presenting 
original research on topics of geography education.  
 
Organizer: 
Herschel Stern, Miracosta College 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: K-12 Geography Education: Key Public Policy Perspectives 
Date: Monday, 2/27/2012  
Time: 12:40 PM - 2:20 PM 
Location: Concourse G, Hilton NY, Concourse Level 
 
Description: Leaders from the AAG and geographic education community will be joined by senior staffers from Congress and 
the New York state government for a discussion of policy issues and debates affecting K-12 geography education in the United 
States. 
 
Organizers: 
John Wertman - Association of American Geographers 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: Education in a Global Age 
Date: Monday, 2/27/2012 
Time: 12:40 PM - 2:20 PM 
Location: Riverside Suite, Sheraton Hotel, Third Floor 
 
Description: The aim of this paper session is to explore and examine the growth of programs in global and/or international 
education in K-12 and institutions of higher education.  In recent years we have witnessed growing belief in a "profound gap" 
between the education that children receive in schools and the kind of education they need in a Global Age. Advocates suggest 
that the knowledge and skills developed through the traditional, subject-based curriculum are at odds with the knowledge and 
skills needed for today's multicultural communities and global marketplaces. In place of schools that prepare citizens for li fe in 
nation states, it has been suggested that we need globally-orientated schools that teach children to transcend cultural 
differences, languages, and perspectives.  
 
Today, many schools, colleges, and universities include reference to nurturing global citizens as part of their institutional  mission. 
Government education policy also speaks to the importance of teaching children to become globally responsible students who 
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will work in the global marketplace, be multilingual, sensitive to other people's culture, and work trans-nationally to address global 
issues.  
 
Papers in this session will explore questions such as: what are the aims and content of programs in global/international 
education? How are these different from nationally-orientated curricula? How will they improve the academic achievements of 
students? What does it mean to be a global citizen? How does one transcend cultures? How do we decide what to teach in a 
global curriculum? Are global and national citizens in conflict or synthesis? 
 
Organizer:  
Alex Standish, Western Connecticut State University 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Tuesday, February 28, 2012 
 
Title: Empowering learners through the ‘student voice’: encouraging a critically reflexive praxis 
Date: Tuesday, 2/28/2012 
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 
Location: Park Suite 3, Sheraton Hotel, Fifth Floor 
 
Description: The ‘student voice’ originated with the concept of radical collegiality in schools (Fielding 1999, 2000, 2001, 2004), 
which sees education as a genuine, demanding partnership between students and faculty, each learning from the other. The 
‘student voice’ thereby denotes the empowerment of learners to enable them to take greater responsibility for their learning. At 
the simplest level, ‘student voice’ initiatives afford learners the opportunity to share with faculty their views about the learning 
experience. More advanced initiatives encourage students to collaborate with faculty to action change in their institutions and, in 
rare cases, to assume leadership roles in this process (Evans, Goosens, Jeffries, 2009; Kay, Dunne, Hutchinson, 2010). The 
ultimate aim, through reciprocal dialogue and participation, is to help transform education from the ‘bottom up’ through the co-
construction of the learning experience between students and faculty.   
 
Organizers: 
Dr. Jenny Hill, Department of Geography and Environmental Management, UWE, Bristol, UK, Jennifer.Hill@uwe.ac.uk 
Dr. Helen Walkington, Department of Anthropology and Geography, Oxford Brookes University, UK, hwalkington@brookes.ac.uk 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: Comics and Geography: Critical Approach, Pedagogical Application 
part of Geographies of Media 14: Ideology of the Other 
Date: Tuesday, 2/28/2012 at 16:00 PM 
Time: 4:00 PM 
Location: Conference Room L, Sheraton Hotel, Lower Level 
 
Description: This paper offers a critical/pedagogical apparatus for graphic novels.  The study of graphic novels has focused on 
them as vehicles for the dissemination of ideology.  Comics are the mechanisms by which nationalism is perpetuated (e.g. 
Dittmer's claim that "geopolitical scripts are formulated and distributed through comic books").  Similarly, Morgan claims that "the 
'geographical imaginations' of the students …[are] shaped… through television, films, travel and consumption" - including comic 
books.  But comics are more than just pop texts to critique in terms of ideological load. Comics about Korea (including Delisle's 
"Pyongyang" & Torres/Kim's "Love as a Foreign Language") can be sources of information about the political, physical and 
human geography of the Korean peninsula.  The representations of life in the Korean peninsula are sparks for the "geographical 
imagination."  After assessing representation, we present pedagogical data. We analyze student data in a Geography of Asia 
course that utilized Delisle's graphic novels as a teaching tool.  The course met a general education requirement of "global 
perspectives". There are two outcomes assessed. The first is to have students describe and analyze global or international 
issues and the second one is to compare and contrast various aspects of an international culture to their own. Students 
responded positively to a pedagogy that included the two Delisle novels including the assessment of outcomes. This paper maps 
the ways that the critical understanding of previous scholars can feed into the classroom.  We can move from ideological critique 
to the deployment of graphic novels for instruction  
Paper Presenters: John Heppen, University of Wisconsin River Falls, john.heppen@uwrf.edu David Beard, University of 
Minnesota Duluth, dbeard@d.umn.edu  
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